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Meeting objectives

Review SCOR’s activities
since the last General
Meeting (Fall 2025)

* Ongoing project &

3rd & 4th online seminars

Discuss SCOR’s future
directions, especially over
the next six months

* Two emerging projects &
Planning for SCAO 2027




Ongoing: “An Ontology of
Production, Products, and
By-Products”

 October 2023 - September
2027

* Objective: Developing and
implementing an ontology of
human-made products and by-
products through:

» Subproject 1: The ontology of
artifacts

» Subproject 2: The ontology of
economic reality (economic
goods, wealth, etc.)

I_I_‘ Swiss National
Science Foundation




Cf. Funding opportunities
In Switzerland

 “The Swiss National Science Foundation
(SNSF) funds excellent research at
universities and other institutions — from
chemistry to medicine to sociology.”
https://www.snf.ch/en

* “Innosuisse is the Swiss Innovation Agency.
We support SMEs, start-ups, research
institutions and other Swiss organisations in
their research and development activities.”
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en

Swiss National
Science Foundation

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Innosuisse - Schweizerische Agentur
fiir Innovationsférderung


https://www.snf.ch/en
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en

Works \

* Two working groups

» Ontology of Production and
Products

» Ontology of Economic Reality

»The works from these groups are
listed on the SCOR webpage:
https://swissonto.ch/work/



https://swissonto.ch/work/

SCOR

Swiss Center for

ontologic “Knowledge Representation
and Ontologies in the Era of

The Third SCOR | qrge Language Models”

Online Seminar

October 30, 2025 N |
Tarcisio Mendes de Farias

15:00 UTC / m

16:00 CET /

Swiss Institute of
Bioinformatics

11:00 EDT



SCOR “Open Questions

in Mereotopology”

Research

The 4th SCOR
Online Seminar

December 11, 2025 Achille C. Varzi
16:00 CET /

&2 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
10:00 EST/ IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK

15:00 UTC
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Two emerging projects

%
Z

AN ONTOLOGY OF AN ONTOLOGY OF
MEDICAL WASTE Al SAFETY



An ontology of @

medical waste o™i

Erhard Buchs Rebecca Woywod

n Objective: Developing an ontology of medical waste

[ 4
- to reduce Switzerland’s growing medical waste volume

\/ Progress: Initial meetings conducted both online and in person

ﬁ Short-term goal: Secure funding (e.g., Innosuisse)



Innosuisse: Innovative project Y oEii

Confederaziun svizra

only with a Swiss partner i ke o

Innovation projects with implementation partners

As an industry partner, a private or a public entity, you can Contribution: 40-60% of project
make a joint application with a research institution for financial eI ke C
support for innovation projects. You can get funding for your Duration: no limit, usually 6 to 36
. : . e - : . months

iInnovative project if it has the potential to be commercially

successful or to provide added value for society. L SRIpemont: 1 swiss

implementation partner and 1 swiss
research partner

More details 7 Make an application .
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Objective: Developing an ontology that integrates multiple perspectives and
methodologies in Al safety, including Al ethics, to provide a coherent and
operational framework for Al safety scenarios (e.g., autonomous vehicles)

Progress: Initial online meeting & funding proposal underway

Short-time goal: Secure funding

(e.g., SNSF Lead Agency process for South Tyrol; 3-year project)



SNSF Lead Agency process TI*SMSS National

Science Foundation

Participating countries
The SNSF has signed a Lead Agency agreement with six countries or regions.

Detailed country information:

Freie Universitat Bozen

France un|bz Libera Universita di Bolzano
== Universita Liedia de Bulsan

Israel

State of Sao Paulo
South Africa

Province of South Tyrol
USA
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SCAO 2027: Planning SCAO >
el

e 2-day colloquium in early February (like SCAO 2026)

* Theme candidates
» Ontology of Al Safety (kick-off for an emerging project)
» Ontology of Finance (tied to Swiss strengths and our economics focus)

* New feature: Call for Participation
» Call for presentations: Feasible via abstract evaluation
» Call for papers: Challenging due to limited administrative resources



Future directions and challenges

Opportunities / Next steps

* Collaborate with NCOR
(discussed in the previous
meeting)

* Develop a certificate
program (same above)

Challenges / Risks

* Significant decrease in
SNSF funding

* Limited stable human
resources (research and
administration)
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